
( Cyclococcolithus aequiscutum GARTNER, 1967 

Cyclococcolithus 
aequiscutum 

Cyclococcolithus rotula (KAMPTNER), Stradner, 1963, p. 158 (in part), fig. 4, 
in Bachmann A., Papp A. & Stradner H., Geol. Gesell. Wien Mitt., vol. S-6. 

Figs. 1-3, 4a-d - Cyclococcolithus aequiscutum GARTNER. 1-3) Electron micrographs, x 10,000. 
4) Light micrographs, x 2500; 4a, phase contrast; 4b, bright field; 4c, cross-polarized light; 

4d, bright field, side view; 4a-d) holotype. 

Description: 

Small, circular placolith with large central opening; the proximal and distal shields are appro
ximately equal in size and constructed of elements 0.1- 0.2 fJ. in diameter. 

Remarks: 

With the electron microscope this species can be distinguished readily from other similar species. 
With a light microscope identification is considerably more difficult unless a viscous mount 
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is used so that the specimen can be turned on edge and viewed from the side. In a plan view, 
it is impossible in some specimens to determine whether the two shields are equal or unequal, 
even by very careful focusing, because the difference in size of the shields generally is less than 
0.5 fL, as, for example, in Cyclococcolithus cricotus GARTNER, n. sp. It should be noted that 
the collar in C. aequiscutum is never as prominent as in the former species. Because of difficulty 
in identifying this species, it is of limited stratigraphic value where only light microscopy can 
be used. 

Type level: 

Neogene. 

Type locality: 

200-cm depth of the Sigsbee knolls core, Gulf of Mexico. 

Occurrence: This species was found in the San San clay of Jamaica (fig. 3) and intermittently 
in core 64-A-9-SE from the Sigsbee knolls (figs. 1, 2, 4). 

Depository: 

Not given. 

Author: 

Gartner S., Jr., 1967, p. 4; pl. 7, figs. 1- 3, 4a- c. 

Reference: 

Calcareous Nannofossils from Neogene of Trinidad, Jamaica, and Gulf of Mexico. Paleont. 
Contrib. Univ. Kansas, paper 29, pp. 1- 7, pls. 1- 10. 
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